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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

In light of Applicant's disclosure, the claimed program is not limited to statutory 
subject matter, instead being defined as including both statutory (e.g. storage or 
memory media such as magnetic or optical media, CD-ROM or non-volatile) and non- 
statutory (e.g. digital signals; conveyed via an electrical connection, optical fiber, or 
communication medium such as magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared or 
propagation medium) subject matter. As such, the claims are not limited to statutory, 
subject matter and are therefore non-statutory. See MPEP § 2106.01 for further 
explanations of statutory and non-statutory computer-related subject matter. 

For instance, non-statutory subject matter includes non-functional descriptive 
material recorded on some computer-readable medium or on an electromagnetic carrier 
signal and a signal encoded with functional descriptive material. Also, when a claim can 
be read so broadly as to include statutory and nonstatutory subject matter, it must be 
amended to limit the claim to statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as based on a 
disclosure which is not enabling. Elements critical or essential to the practice of the 
invention, but not included in the claim(s) is not enabled by the disclosure. See In re 
Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). The claimed program is not 
stored within a statutory computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under* section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yamanoue (US Patent No: 6,745,180 B2). 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Yamanoue teaches a network terminal setting 
. information management method for storing user information in a terminal 
connected to a network and setting information of said terminal matching the 
user information every time said terminal is used to manage the setting 
information of said terminal, provided with: a step of-entering user information 
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(column 2, lines 35-37, Yamanoue), and a step of collating said entered user 
information with already stored user information (column 2, lines 38-42, 
Yamanoue), whereby: the setting information of said terminal stored to match 
said user information is set in the terminal by replacement if, as a result of said 
collation, the user information is found identical with already stored user 
information (column 3, lines 43-55, Yamanoue), or if, as a result of said collation, 
the user information is not found identical with already stored user information, 
setting information matching said user information is acquired from a terminal 
management server via the network and stored (column 3, lines 40-60, 
Yamanoue). 

2. With regards to claim 2, Yamanoue teaches the network terminal setting 
information management method, whereby, when the user information in the 
terminal is to be stored, it is differentiated into setting information not dependent 
on the user information and setting information for each unit of user identifying 
information (column 4, lines 12-21, Yamanoue). 

3. With regards to claim 3, Yamanoue teaches an information terminal device to be 
connected to a network, provided with: a user information input unit for entering 
user information (column 2, lines 35-37, Yamanoue), a user list storage unit for 
storing said user information (column 3, lines 41-44, Yamanoue), a user decision 
unit for collating user information stored in said user list storage unit and the 
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entered user information (column 2, lines 38-42, Yamanoue), and a setting 
information storage region for storing setting information to be referenced, 
matching each user, in executing functions which said terminal has, wherein: if 
user information entered as a result of said collation- is already present in said 
user list storage unit, setting information matching the user is read out of the 
setting information storage region and set in the terminal by replacement, and the 
setting information is used to connect to the network (column 3, lines 40-60, 
Yamanoue). 

4. With regards to claim 4, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device, 
connectable to a terminal management server via the network, wherein if said 
entered user information is not found identical with already stored user 
information, terminal setting information matching said entered user information 
is acquired from a terminal management server via the network, the acquired 
setting information is set in the terminal by replacement to achieve connection to 
the network by use of the setting information, and said acquired setting 
information is stored into the setting information storage region after completion 
of the network connection (column 3, lines 40-60 and column 10, lines 25-31, 
Yamanoue). 

5. With regards to claim 5, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
wherein: the user information input unit is provided with an external storage 
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medium control unit, and user information is read out of an external storage 
medium by said external storage medium control unit (Figure 1, Yamanoue). 

6. With regards to claim 6, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
wherein the setting information storage region is provided with a function to 
differentiate, in storing setting information, between setting information not 
dependent on user information and setting information intrinsic to each user 
(column 4, liens 12-21, Yamanoue). 

7. With regards to claim 7, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
wherein the user list storage unit also stores a frequency of use of the terminal by 
each user, and stores setting information of each user into the setting information 
storage region according to said frequency of use (column 12, line 29, 
Yamanoue). 

8. With regards to claim 8, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
further provided with: setting information replacement control unit for confirming 
any vacancy in a capacity of the setting information storage region, wherein said 
setting information replacement control unit stores setting information of each 
user according to said vacancy in capacity (column 22, lines 10-16, Yamanoue). 
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9. With regards to claim 9, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
wherein a priority in storing setting information ensuing from a user replacement 
is decided according to a number of times each user has used the information 
terminal device, the number being held in the user list to be referenced by a user 
list storage unit, and whether or not to store setting information is determined on 
the basis of the decision (column 22, lines 17-22, Yamanoue). 

10. With regards to claim 10, Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
wherein the setting information to be stored in the setting information storage 
region is managed in linkage with the user list (column 4, lines 12-21, 
Yamanoue). 

1 1 .With regards to claim 1 1 , Yamanoue teaches the information terminal device 
wherein the user list storage unit is provided with, separately from the user list, a 
group list to be referenced by the user list storage unit, and users in one group 
are caused to share the setting information in the group by giving group attributes 
on the user list to a plurality of users of the terminal,(column 12, lines 48-53, 
Yamanoue). 

12. With regards to claim 12, Yamanoue teaches a program for causing a computer 
to function as an information terminal device by executing: a processing step to 
accept entry of user information when the terminal is connected to a network 
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(column 2, lines 35-37, Yamanoue), a processing step to store, every time the 
terminal is connected to the network, user information of the terminal and the 
setting information of said terminal matching the user information (column 3, lines 
41-44, Yamanoue), a processing step to collate said entered user information , 
with already stored user information, and a processing step to set the setting 
information of said terminal, stored to match said user information, in the terminal 
by replacement if, as a result of said collation, the user information is found 
identical with the already stored user information (column 3, lines 40-60, 
Yamanoue). 

13. With regards to claim 13, Yamanoue teaches a program for causing a computer 
to function as an information terminal device by executing: a processing step to 
accept entry of user information when the terminal is connected to a network 
(column 2, lines 35-37, Yamanoue), a processing step to store, every time the 
terminal is connected to the network (column 3, lines 41-44, Yamanoue), user 
information of the terminal and the setting information of said terminal matching 
the user information, a processing step to collate said entered user information 
with already stored user information (column 3, lines 40-60, Yamanoue), and a 
processing step to acquire setting information matching said user information 
from a terminal management server via the network and to store it if the user 
information is not found identical with the already stored user information as a 
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result of said collation (column 4, lines 12-21, Yamanoue). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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